Immediate release.

Office of Information, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture:
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Washington, D. C., The third known outbreak of
quail disease has been disccvered by the Bureau of Animal In-
dustry in quail sent for examination from the National Zoolog-
ieal Park. These birde were received a: few days ago from two
of the principal importers in widely separated parts of the
country. Most of the quail now on the market are imported from
México and are entered at the port‘of Brovnsville, Texas, Un-
der these circumstances all outstanding permits have been can-
celled and further importations suspended for this season.

Quail disease, a highly infectious malady, to which all
our native quail are apparently subject, was discovered in 1907
and was traced 4o a number of States. A second outbreak oc-
curred in 1912, but was checked through the suspension of im~

portation of birds from Mexico from which most of the supply of
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Bifds ﬁas‘drawn.' Laet year practically no birds were imported
from Mexico and no quail disease was reported. This year a
limited number of birds have been permitted to enter at Browns-
ville subject to quarantine maintained through the cooperation
of the Biological Survey and the Bureau of Animal Industry.
All birds which were suspected of having the digease were ex-
amined at Bréwnsville or forwarded to this Department, but not
until January 5 were the first undoubted cases of disease de-
tected. Game commissioners and sportsmen who are interested
in the introduction of quail or who may have purchésed birds
for zéotoediking this sedvur dre Tequented to advise the DepaTt-
ment if any of the birds are known to have died from disease
of any kind. As a measure of precaution any birds now in_cap-.
tivity should be kept under close observation for a period of
____at least ten days and.in case any of them die the bodies should
be forwar@ed~to the Bureau of Animal Industry of the Department

of Agriculture for examination.

- 00 0 =



